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¥3C BRIRFING 4 dareh 1847
U POBITION IN ARABIA

X Uk positions of sonirel, doth in variocus Arab principaliities slong
the Persian Gul! cosst and in Aden Protectorstc ares, at foot

ol Avablass Peaiosuls--areas which are wital to Nritain amd

important to sll ¥ewtera oil laterests--is isereasingly

threstened hy serioss sarest.

&. Britaia's special pesition is Mackward Gulf atates resis
bistorically oa t(resties with loesl rulers which cede
contral of defeane sand loreigs velations to the BK.

B. Buch trsaty rights ars particaiarly velsersble to preseat
hontile wave of Arab aaticasliewm, |

€. For prespat, British appavently iantead to refraian frea policy
isnovstions towsrd Gull territoriss, for fear of devpening
lecal Arak smspicioa of UK istentions,

1. Eowsver, top leaderahip ia Losdon (including Labor party)
bas Sisplayed determimation t¢ hang on in Persias Gulf.
2. British sre presusably williag to wne fores, il aetenpary.
Il. Cosaiderisg principsiities ia cleckwise order, can start st

Emenit, st head of Persisa Gulf--this Eultanate claiss world's

largest proved oll reeerves and foraerly iuralshiag ¥ with

over $0% of its crude oil imperts.
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B, Kuwsiti sattossiist groups are eves mors hostile io OX
since Bwws adveninre, !at&@liutt Ave pgataiag support
for ides that immesasely rich ruler of Xuawniil is soviug
ton slowly with politieal reform,

1. EBgyeiian influsnce in Buweit is iascresasiag especlally
in the sthecls,

3. ©UE offisial Aafleuence is weakéniag: British advisers
are Yeing dississed, whils the Enlitan and his henchuen
have becoms slnost lemccemsible to thomse UK officials
rossining.

€. The U8 conssl in Xweait Ms reporied his opinicn that if
worst comes to warsi, the Rritish are going 1o have 1o think
about henging an is Luwait by force.

111, Bext in erder, ihe lslend Sheikhdom of Behrein and the peainsglar
Fheikhdom of Qatar, sre slsc seedes of imercasing natioaalist
warest. Soth areas are ianportast petroleas sites.

A. At the isportant refinsery ceater &f Behrein, Lgyptian
influvence ou publie opinien soems enpecislly stroang.

B, Is Satar, sitwstilion is complicated by a contsst for populsr
support betweecn rivals fer swocession to the throne, m
Gatar reler, bimself, is believed iavolved in loeosl Egyptise
astivition sgaiast the British,

1¥. The nsxt upecial segweat of Avshian csoast, the seven so-ealled
“trucial sheikhdons™, ave “protectad” and mdeinistersd by the UX
Foreiga Sffice’s “Porsias Gulf Resideney”. Little inforsation
is available on loesl conditions in these backward and thusiar
adl-poor princigalities.
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Ve The sext uajor British sphere of influonce is ths extensive
Sultasate of Hxscat aud Osan, IEgyptisa sssistance to refages
tribeswen Iram isterier Cwme suggests that Csire is tryleg to
step up agitation nud subversion sgaiasst this sajor BE ally.
. In late *53, the Gmltan’s forces (PBritish-led angd British.
supporied) peshed iato the interior and custed the Sawdis
frem the Pursini Ossis. The Sultsn's troopes alse reasseried
coatral cver the Izaante of Isner Ompa«-whong ruler did
not recogoize the Sultan's authority and kad become s
protege of the Zaudi throne,

$. Coant refugees are now being brought {rox Eaundi Arshia io
Cuira. They may bes recelving arss and fedayees-iype
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training fron the Egyptisas.

vi. Fimslly, the situation in Britain's Adex Protectorate, st ths

southwest corner of Arabis, is already serious.

A. Yonsn, whick is receiviag aras and olber aswistunce from the
Seviet bloc, kgrpt, Sandi Avshia aad Syria, is pushiag
s growiag cenpaign of xabushes, raids and terror aloag the
sxteasive Protectorals border. 7The Yeseni actions are
ainsd at sedvertisg restless tribessen and intimldstiag
pratectorate rulers in treaty relations with the UK.

B, Sisce the Inan of Yemen claims all of Aden Protectorate
asnd Colouy as his omn terriiory, be is a0t intorsstsd in a
mere setileaent of dispated froatiers.
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